Late Assistant Physician Crichton Royal Institution, Dumfries.
specially worthy of investigation, aided by all the light of modern discoveries in histology, chemistry, and pathology: not, perhaps, as elucidating the mysteries of morbid conditions of the mind, or its organ, the brain, but as powerfully illustrating the laws of general and special pathology, Researches of this nature will tend greatly to break down the unfounded prejudices still existing in the public mind regarding the special nature of insanity, and to propagate, among the profession as well as the public, more correct opinions of the mutual relations of healthy and morbid states of mind and body, and more particularly of the reaction of physical disease on mental phenomena. It will hereby be found that insanity is much more a corporeal disease than is at present believed, or, at least, is more intimately connected with, or inseparable from, various of the ordinary physical diseases to which human flesh is heir.
The following remarks are founded on the results of a microscopical examination of the blood in 236 insane patients, and in thirty-six officers and attendants in the Crichton lloyal Institution and Southern Counties Asylum at Dumfries* These asylums are beautifully situated on the brow ot a hill, which slopes gently towards the Nith: the panorama they command is one of great and varied beauty; though sheltered from certain winds, they are freely exposed to the sea-breeze, which sweeps Changes in form and colour are frequently produced by the indirect action of medicinal agents which have been received into the system through the medium of the lungs or stomach, or by their direct application to the blood itself. Both white and red corpuscles are increased or diminished in number in many diseases; an increase or decrease of the one, however, may be merely apparent, and due to the decrease or increase of the other. A gradual transition of the red into the white corpuscles has repeatedly been traced in various affections; the red become granular, light coloured, and enlarged; and the white become flattened, non-granular and more opaque. The granularity and irregularity of the margin in the red discs has been variously attributed to puckering from simple desiccation; to the accumulation or adhesion of minute bubbles of common air or gases contained or developed in the blood; or to the adhesion of particles of fibrin.
These and similar considerations, which it is unnecessary here further to specify, are sufficient to indicate the fallacies and mistakes into which we are apt to fall in the investigation of such a subject. Red?alteration of shape. Dyspepsia, leucorrhcea, anaemia.
Condition of Blood-corpuscles.
White?increased. 
